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Cynthia M. Hardman is an Administrative Patent Judge at the Patent Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB) at the 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.  She joined the PTAB in 2019, and focuses on ex parte appeals and 

patent trials under the America Invents Act. 

Before joining the PTAB, Judge Hardman was a partner and patent litigator at two U.S. law firms.  She has 

nearly 20 years of experience litigating patent disputes before U.S. district courts, the ITC, and the 

PTAB.     

Judge Hardman holds a J.D. from Boston University School of Law and a B.S. degree, cum laude, in 

molecular biology from the University of Pittsburgh. 

 


